Mabel Louise Riley Foundation

Report on Grants Made
2024

ARTS & CULTURE

Actors’ Shakespeare Project	50,000	06/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support for expanding community access to the professional productions and Education programs by opening the doors to the student matinee series and Community Night performances and deepening subsidized tuition and stipend offerings for the creative youth development programming.

Berklee Institute for Accessible Arts Education	50,000	03/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of Arts for All! community engagement program that offers free and low-cost opportunities for families and individuals.

GrubStreet, Inc.	50,000	06/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of the Young Adult Writers Program that helps teens develop strong writing and communication skills that are fundamental to academic, professional, and life success.  The program focuses on serving Boston-based teen writers of color, low-income teens, immigrant teens, LGBTQIA+ teens, and teens living with disabilities.

Institute of Contemporary Art	50,000	10/24
Boston, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk167961350][bookmark: _Hlk175053676]One-year grant in support for its Teen Programs.  This program will provide creative youth development experiences that engage underserved Boston young people and support their development of transferable skills and their social and emotional well-being.  This will also contribute to the ICA’s response to the national mental health crisis.  This crisis coincides with economic need in the present and a need for skills and pathways for the future, a strong desire for belonging, and—as ever—opportunities for self-expression. 

Museum of Fine Art / Boston	50,000	12/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of the expansion of its multigenerational programming and Community Arts program.  The MFA recently partnered with the City of Boston to provide free admission for BPS students and their families on the first two Sundays of each month.  This pilot program will increase programming and self-guided resources for multigenerational audiences.

Puppet Showplace Theater, Inc.   ❦	50,000	12/24
Brookline, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk181374795]One-year grant in capital support for the replacement of stage lighting and sound systems.  In 2022, PST launched the Theater Modernization Project, an 18-month analysis to determine whether any of the physical characteristics inhibited the Theater from executing on commitments to artistic excellence and inclusion audience accessibility and organizational efficiency.  It was determined that  the stage’s fixed, incandescent stage-lighting system and the portable, non-ADA compliant sound system needed to be replaced.

Revolutionary Spaces, Inc.   ❦	50,000	12/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in capital support for the design and installation of the sound and light mitigation for the orientation theater at the Old South Meeting House.  The theater will tell the interconnected story of the Old State House and Old South Meeting House as visitors embark on the Freedom Trail and will provide important context for their experience at historic sites across the city and inspire people to become more involved in American democracy.

Springfield Museums Corporation	50,000	03/24
Springfield, MA
One-year grant in capital support for the major renovation of the Science Museums’ Live Animal Center that will include the installation of a new aquarium and terrarium habitats, interactive multi-lingual educational displays, and playful wayfinding that guides visitors to the immersive exhibit.  The Live Animal Center opened in 1995 and many of the animal enclosures and corresponding life support systems are original, nearing 30 years of operational life.


❦   1st Grant


Subtotal – Arts and Culture	400,000


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING

Neighborhood of Affordable Housing	50,000	06/24
East Boston, MA
One-year grant in support for the Housing Stability efforts in response to the severe lack of affordable, stable housing in the Boston area.  The program will serve 250-350 families in total, with 100-150 retaining or obtaining rental units, and 50-100 receiving resources for future stabilization, and NOAH will help shelter 100 families with children.


❦   1st Grant


Subtotal – Community Development and Housing	50,000


EDUCATION & TRAINING

Benjamin Franklin Cummings Institute of Technology	100,000	10/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of endowing a “Mabel Louise Riley Foundation Student Leadership Award”.  This award will be given in recognition of a graduating student’s commitment to the College community.  It will provide financial support to be applied to resolve outstanding balances or educational loans they have acquired so they graduate with less burden.

Boston Outdoor Preschool Network   ❦	75,000	12/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in capital support to build yurt #2 to increase the number of children from 20 to 40.  BOPN successfully opened Boston’s first free nature preschool at the Franklin Park Zoo in September 2024.  BOPN has the building materials for yurt #2 in storage and are seeking funding to build it.  Funding would cover site preparation, installation of utilities, labor, materials, permits and inspections.

Bottom Line, Inc.	75,000	06/24
Jamaica Plain, MA
One-year grant in support of the Access, Success, and Career Connections programs.  Access: advisors will support a cohort of at least 230 students in completing and submitting financial aid and college applications.  Success: advisors will meet monthly one-on-one to support at least 1,500 college students and help them persist through college and earn their degree.  Career Connections: a network of corporate partners and volunteers will provide coaching and support to help students build networking and employment opportunities.

BUILD Boston  ❦	50,000	10/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of the delivery of the entrepreneurial programming for high-need youth at partner schools in Greater Boston (Boston, Randolph, and Salem) this year.  The program equips students of color from under-resourced communities with an entrepreneurial mindset, concrete hard and soft skills, and the confidence to pursue their college and career goals.

Christa McAuliffe Center for Integrated Learning at Framingham State  ❦	50,000	03/24
Framingham, MA
One-year grant in capital support to create a state-of-the-art Education and Career Development Program space for youth experiencing homelessness.  Bridge offers this program with integrated, complementary instruction for secondary, post-secondary and career success to homeless and at-risk youth.
[bookmark: _Hlk162529783]
Clarke Schools for Hearing and Speech	60,000	10/24
Canton, MA
One-year grant in support for the Birth to Age Three Program, and early intervention (EI) Listening and Spoken Language (LSL) service for infants and toddlers who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Community Rowing, Inc.	50,000	03/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of Let’s Row Middle School Rowing Program that introduces rowing to Boston and Cambridge public middle school students.  CRI brings indoor rowing machines to schools for use in physical education (PE) classes.

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  ❦	50,000	03/24
Boston, MA
One year grant in support of expanding two programs: Continuing Umbrella of Research Experiences (CURE), and the Student Training Program (STP), which offer paid internships and research opportunities for students from greater Boston.  CURE introduces Massachusetts high school and college students to a vibrant community where they conduct research alongside renowned researchers, fellows, technicians, biostatisticians, and clinicians.  The STP program enables participants to gain real-world experiences.  Based on the participants’ interests they complete a paid internship and work in one of 70 departments of Dana-Farber along with world-renowned research scientists, patient care staff, and operational and administrative staff.

Duet, Inc.	50,000	03/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support for Duet to provide direct 1:1, highly personalized services to students: recruiting, enrolling, and coaching through Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) competency-based degree programs to ensure they earn their degrees successfully and in a time and cost-effective manner.

[bookmark: _Hlk187316380]East Boston Social Centers, Inc.	100,000	10/24
East Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of the Eastie Achievers program.  This program is the result of a combination of the youth development and early education programs in response to the need for workforce development opportunities for youth, to mitigate critical staffing shortages in the early education sector.

EdVestors, Inc.	50,000	12/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of Career Pathways that provides access to rigorous coursework, non-academic student supports, exposure to work-based learning and career readiness, and opportunities for college and career exploration.  EdVestors is also the lead partner for New Skills Boston, a multi-year, cross-sector partnership to improve systems and eliminate structural barriers in order to make career pathways more accessible to Boston students.

English for New Bostonians	50,000	03/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support for ENB’s work on developing, implementing, evaluation, and disseminating the model of services for new migrants who need to work immediately and must learn English.  Funding would support two Beginner ESOL classes , including one intensive (20 hours/week) Beginner class; T passes for students needing support to access in-person classes; evaluation; and documentation and dissemination of their model.

Entrepreneurship for All, Inc.   (EforAll)	50,000	06/24
Lowell, MA
One-year grant in general operating support for two sites:  Lynn and Roxbury, to provide free entrepreneurial programs for 345 aspiring entrepreneurs.  EforAll aims to launch 34 new businesses in Roxbury and 30 in Lynn and hold two free Pitch Contests in Roxbury and four in Lynn, distributing $2,750 to winners at each event.

Future Chefs	50,000	03/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of a new program called FC Delivers 2.0 for returning young people.  They will learn more advanced culinary techniques and hospitality skills and will have more leadership opportunities.  FC Delivers also prioritizes mental health, emotional development, identify-formation, and connection with a community for the teens.

Good Sports, Inc.	50,000	03/24
Braintree, MA
One year grant in support to identify five approved youth organizations in Gateway Cities to support with new equipment, apparel, and footwear.  

InnerCity Weightlifting, Inc.	100,000	10/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of expanding the corporate gym model where developers contract InnerCity to design and manage the space rent free.  InnerCity has partnered with the Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston, a multi-site partnership that includes renovating gyms (where InnerCity operates rent free) offering their personal training curriculum to staff of the Boys and Girls Clubs so they can increase health and wellness opportunities for the community at large.

Jumpstart for Young Children, Inc.	50,000	12/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of its newly launched Accelerated Workforce Program (AWP) that is focused on training and retaining lead teachers who educate children from birth to age eight.  AWP addresses the nationwide Early Childhood Educators (ECE) teacher shortage, particularly impacting families with low incomes.  AWP represents a long-term solution to the crisis, offering a supported pathway from college to licensure and employment for aspiring teachers.

KIPP Massachusetts, Inc.	50,000	03/24
Lynn, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk131502005]One-year grant in support of KIPP’s individualized tutoring, small group intervention, and teaching grade-level content.  The tutoring program will focus on the highest need elementary and middle school students.  The pandemic set KIPP MA students back in MCAS scores with a 20% decrease in 2022 scores in comparison with pre-pandemic results.  The pilot was tested in spring 2023 with 30 second grade students and 100% demonstrated growth from their pre- to post-test, and 50% demonstrated over a half year of growth in the short eight week pilot.

Latinos for Education, Inc.   ❦	100,000	06/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of retaining Latinx teachers and accelerating leadership pathways for Latinx educators through the Latinx Teachers Fellowship and the Aspiring Latino Leaders Fellowship.  The Latinx Teachers Fellowship supports early-career Latinx teaching during their first four years of teaching.  The Aspiring Latino Leaders Fellowship is an eight-month capacity-building program for mid-career Latino leaders in K-12 education.

Level Ground Mixed Martial Arts  ❦	50,000	03/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support of the two-year Student Trainer workforce Development and Academic Enrichment program.  The program aims to prepare students to enter the workforce and create pathways to meaningful employment; progress towards attainment of a high school diploma or equivalent and a successful transition to postsecondary education; and train youth to adopt a healthy lifestyle, both mentally and physically.

Libertas Academy Charter School  ❦	50,000	03/24
Springfield, MA
One-year grant to support in capital support for their $1.7 million New School Promise comprehensive campaign.  The new school is critically needed because there is no additional space for 11th and 12th grade students in the current building leased by Libertas.

Massachusetts Audubon Society	50,000	03/24
f/b/o  Boston Nature Center
Mattapan, MA
One-year grant in support of the Seasonal Early Education Discoveries and Science Program (S.E.E.D.S.) designed to provide nature discovery and inquiry-based investigations for preschool children enrolled in urban early education centers.

Nativity School of Worcester  ❦	50,000	12/24
Worcester, MA
One-year, one-time grant to fund the first scholarships for our female students from under-resourced communities. Currently, there are over 600 girls in the City of Worcester who are eligible for admission to Nativity School of Worcester, and there is no comparable educational opportunity for girls in Central Massachusetts.

NorthStar Learning Centers, Inc.	50,000	06/24
New Bedford, MA
One-year grant to support the addition of a full-time mental health clinician/specialist to lead the early education and care programs.  The clinician will provide formal training for teachers and staff, other crisis intervention in classroom, model best practices in classroom, provide one-on-one mental health support and care for children and families, and make referrals for more specialized care as needed.

Roca, Inc.	50,000	03/24
Chelsea, MA
One-year grant in capital support that will enable Roca to continue to meet the demands of expanding and evolving programs, growth in the national coaching institute, innovations in technology, changes in workplace culture as a result of COVID , and to refresh furnishings and equipment.

Ron Burton Training Village	50,000	03/24
Hubbardston, MA
One-year grant in capital support so RBTV can increase its capacity from 500 youth to 1,000 youth served annually.  After 37 years, the need to upgrade and repurpose the facilities to be able to accommodate and expand on future programming.

Root NS, Inc.	50,000	06/24
Salem, MA
One-year grant in support of the Culinary Training Program.  Support will enable the recruitment, training, support and empowerment of 45 trainees and 50+ alumni.  The training program runs three, 14-week sessions each year for 12-15 trainees per session.  After graduation, alumni receive an additional 12 months of formal support, and they can seek support and guidance from Root NS as needed.

Student Clinic for Immigrant Justice, Inc.	50,000	12/24
Boston, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk181378564]One-year grant in support so they can train more college students in Worcester County and the Greater Boston area to provide pro bono legal support to asylum seekers and to advocate for change on social issues impacting immigrants.  With support, SCIJ will train 30-45 students in community organizing and immigration law.  Trained students will provide legal support to 50-100 asylum seekers by working with immigration attorneys and organization, which will equate to $200,000 - $400,000 of pro bono support.

Uncornered	50,000	10/24
Dorchester, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk175054520]One-year grant in support to empower Core Influencers (active and former gang members uniquely poised to drive change) to transform urban communities by ending street/gang violence.  The educational initiatives undergo a renaissance, with 50% more participants gaining access to college-focused resources and support . This equips them with the skills for personal success and positions them as beacons of hope within their communities.

[bookmark: _Hlk11061005]❦   1st Grant


Subtotal – Education and Training	1,710,000


HUMAN SERVICES
[bookmark: _Hlk525737815]
Barton Center for Diabetes Education, Inc.   ❦	75,000	10/24
North Oxford, MA
One-year grant in capital support of the renovation and construction of Camp Joslin in Charlton, MA.  The Barton Center purchased Camp Joslin in August 2010.  The camp rebuild will be in several stages: camp demolition and septic projects, a cabin/housing remodel, and the rebuilding of three new camper and camp staff cabins.

The BASE	100,000	06/24
Roxbury, MA
One-year grant in support for the expansion of the Health and Wellness Programs and Career Development Programming.  Through a partnership with Boston Community Pediatrics, healthcare professionals will host ten workshops on nutrition and mental health topics.  The Career Development initiative with a healthcare career track will support at least three healthcare internships each summer.

Berkshire Bounty   ❦	50,000	12/24
Great Barrington, MA
One-year grant in support for the Food Purchase Program.  This program purchases nutritious food at discounted prices from local food sources for delivery to emergency food sites, including food pantries, senior centers, health clinics, schools, as well as to individual families experiencing food insecurity.

Boston CASA	50,000	10/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant to hire additional staff to train and support more CASA volunteers.  A TAY (Transitional Aged Youth 14-22) Coordinator who can assist Advocate Supervisors and their CASAs to provide best guidance to put these youth on an independent and productive path.

[bookmark: _Hlk170214443]Boys & Girls Clubs of Stoneham and Wakefield   ❦	50,000	06/24
Stoneham, MA
One-year grant in capital support for the new Saugus Teen Center, which is located in a storefront in the Square One Mall in Saugus, MA.  The Teen Center will give participants a chance to develop career readiness and entrepreneurship skills and experience a variety of programming that will build character, healthy habits, and leadership skills.

Bryce’s Journey, Inc.   ❦	50,000	06/24
Stoneham, MA
One-year grant to support the expenses of the after-school and summer program for youth as well as the education, support, and advocacy programming for parents.

Children’s Services of Roxbury, Inc.   ❦	50,000	12/24
Roxbury, MA
One-year grant in support for the relaunch of the Youth, Purpose & Partnership (YPP) program as a digital pathway that brings young people of color into Boston’s innovation economy.  Funding will support equipment, instruction and wraparound services for young Black and Brown students to enter STEM careers.  YPP will not only relaunch but will expand and double the number of youth served from 30 to over 60.

Connor’s Kindness Project   ❦	25,000	06/24
Woburn, MA
One-year grant to support the Kindness Kit Program and the Kids Kindness Clubs.  The Kindness Kits will distribute 4,250 kits (including at least 1,540 to children transitioning to foster care of living in shelters or temporary housing).  The Kids Kindness Club will reach 25 schools reaching 6,000 students.

[bookmark: _Hlk187316563]Families First Parenting Programs, Inc.	80,000	06/24
Watertown, MA
One-year grant to strengthen and expand its education (Power of Parenting) and parent empowerment (Ripple) programs.  Power of Parenting offers 12 session of parenting education and support for parents of young children (birth to age 8).  Ripple program is a year-long experience that includes six leadership trainings, two staff trainings, and a five-month paid community Impact Project that empowers parents to inform policy decisions at local, municipal, and state agencies.

GMA Funder Community	75,000	12/24
Fiscal Agent:  Philanthropy Massachusetts
Boston, MA
One-year grant in support for the 17/25 Fund for Young Adults.  The next round of the 17/25 Fund will focus on learning how guaranteed income can power success for young people participating in workforce development programs - and help them achieve economic self-sufficiency.

Health Imperatives, Inc.   ❦	100,000	10/24
Brockton, MA
One-year grant in support of Sanctuary Place, an 8-unit, survivor-led, innovative supported housing program that opened in February 2024. Sanctuary Place will support trauma-informed cognitive behavioral therapy, healthcare including medication for substance use disorders, economic empowerment, peer support, and wellness activities for survivors of commercial sexual exploitation.

Horizons for Homeless Children	50,000	12/24
Roxbury, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk181170966]One year grant in support of the Family Partnerships Program that will impact 200 parents over the course of the year.  Funding would support a multitude of programs aimed at helping parents experiencing homelessness meet their goals and achieve economic mobility.  The Family Advocates Team developed a new parent coaching framework known as Pathways to New Horizons.  The five goal-setting domains of the framework include: Family Stability; Wellbeing; Education; Employment; and Finances.

International Institute of New England, Inc.	50,000	03/24
Boston, MA
One year grant in support to provide critical emergency support for 125 Haitian families who have fled violence and economic instability in their homeland but are now struggling with homelessness and food security as they rebuild their lives in Lowell.  Most of the families served are single, impoverished women who are mothers of young children who lack access to secure housing, food assistance, work eligibility or the financial resources needed to support basic needs.

Jewish Family & Children’s Service, Inc.	50,000	03/24
Waltham, MA
One-year grant in support of the Supported Living Program that serves adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, helping them lead more independent and fulfilling lives.  The program currently serves 45 adults of all ages.

Mission of Deeds, Inc.	60,000	10/24
Reading, MA
One-year grant in support of the expanded Beds Programs.  Due to hygiene concerns, MOD purchases new mattresses, pillows, sheets, blankets and comforters to ensure that every member of every family has a safe, comfortable place to sleep.  Mission of Deeds serves low-income families and individuals, including those leaving homelessness, survivors of domestic abuse, single parents, refugees, veterans, victims of fire and other disasters, and those with disabilities.

One Can Help, Inc.	50,000	10/24
Newton, MA
One-year grant in support to continue the growth that One Can Help is experiencing in Greater Boston and Gateway Cities and would provide potentially life-changing resources to at-risk youth, foster children and struggling families involved in the juvenile court and child welfare systems.

The Open Door Cape Ann Food Pantry, Inc.	50,000	06/24
Gloucester, MA
One-year grant in support to expand the capacity of its food pantries to meet increased requests for food assistance.  Funding will support food purchases, transportation costs, equipment, technology, and supplies as well as two new staff members: a new bilingual client services advocate to help connect immigrant and non-English speaking people to nutrition services and a new chef for the “Grab & Go” options and expanded meals.

Partners in Child Development	50,000	03/24
Andover, MA
One-year grant in capital support of the Lawrence Site Expansion Project that serves children in Lawrence, Andover, North Andover, and Methuen.  The Lawrence site will be relocating to a larger space that will provide additional therapy rooms, and an outdoor playground.  Riley funding will be smaller capital needs such as furnishings, signage and wayfinding from the new exterior entrance, and therapeutic equipment and manipulatives used for speech, physical and occupational therapies.

Saheli, Inc.	50,000	12/24
Burlington, MA
One-year grant in support for the expansion of affordable housing and shelters for South Asian and Arab survivors of domestic violence and their children.  

Saint Vincen’s Services   ❦	50,000	12/24
Fall River, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk181376773]One-year grant in capital support for the Gymnasium Reconstruction project, part of their Youth Wellness Initiative, to provide year-round recreational, educational, and therapeutic programs for youth receiving residential and clinical treatment services at Saint Vincent’s.  By renovating the current outdated gym into a safe, temperature-controlled space, Saint Vincent’s Services can help youth explore their passions, build self-esteem and resiliency, and find hope for the future.

Samaritans, Inc.	50,000	12/24
Boston, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk181377300]One-year grant in support for “Hey Sam”, the youth peer-to-peer text line and the Community Education and Outreach program.  Volunteer engagement is required to support these services, and outreach is needed to ensure youth know how to reach out for help, and community education and outreach programs engage specific youth and youth-serving populations.

Spoonfuls, Inc.	75,000	12/24
Newton, MA
One-year grant in support for direct program costs of the food recovery and hunger relief operation in Massachusetts: salary support for the frontline Food Recover Team, who drive the trucks, collect food from vendors, and deliver it to the nonprofit partners; salary support for the operations team, who manage the logistics of this complex operation; and fuel, maintenance, and insurance costs for the refrigerated trucks that make the entire operation possible.

UMass Chan Medical School	50,000	10/24
Shrewsbury, MA
One-year grant for supporting an Education Advocate at FaCES to work with the community and state partners to advocate for and implement systems-level change that is critically needed to improve outcome for all children in foster care.  The Education Advocate will serve children in foster care seen at the UMass FaCES Clinic.  FaCES provides medical evaluations for children entering foster care and these children will be directly served by the Education Advocate.

UTEC, Inc.	100,000	12/24
Lowell, MA
[bookmark: _Hlk181378957]One-year grant in support to expand Reentry Services to work more with young adults in more correctional facilities.  The corrections partners are requesting more time from UTEC staff, based on successes to date.  Funding will support staff salaries for UTEC Reentry and Transitional Coaches who, along with the Reentry Director, carry out the majority of this important work.

❦   1st Grant


Subtotal – Human Services	1,440,000


URBAN ENVIRONMENT

Boston Food Forest Coalition	100,000	06/24
Boston, MA
One-year grant to support the launch of three new food forest sites in Roxbury and Dorchester and to implement agroecological workshops and community education.


❦   1st Grant


Subtotal – Urban Environment	100,000


MEMBERSHIPS


Boston Education Funders	3,000	06/24
Fiscal Agent:  Philanthropy Massachusetts
Boston, MA 
Membership renewal for 2024

Philanthropy Massachusetts	8,975	03/24
Boston, MA
Membership renewal for 2024


Subtotal – Memberships	11,975


[bookmark: _Hlk125011925]SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE




Subtotal – Special Administrative	0



SUMMARY OF GRANTS MADE IN 2024

	
Category
	
Grants
	
Amount
	
%
	1st Time Grants
	Capital
Grants

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arts & Culture
	8
	400,000
	11%
	2
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Community Development & Housing
	1
	50,000
	1%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Education & Training
	29
	1,710,000
	46%
	7
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Human Services
	24
	1,440,000
	38%
	8
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban Environment
	1
	100,000
	3%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Memberships
	2
	11,975    
	<1%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Special Administrative
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Family Strengthening Small Grants Fund
	5
	24,474
	1%
	1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	GRANT Totals
	70
	3,736,449
	100%
	18
	11
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