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Family Strengthening Small Grants Fund

Report on Grants made in 2023


Art Inspires Me   ❦	5,000
Dorchester, MA
Fiscal Agent:  Louis D. Brown Peace Institute

AIM will bring together a group of 30 teens ages 12-17 from community organizations across Roxbury and Dorchester, along with the experienced youth workers who have referred them to our programming and can act as additional adult staff for our programming.  By including trusted adults from teens lives in our programming, we can guarantee that the lessons learned in AIM will be reinforced throughout the year through their youth workers.

Day of Healing and Restoration   ❦	5,000
Dorchester, MA
Fiscal Agent:  Berea SDA Church

The project is a Day of Healing and Restoration for BIPOC identified people.  The participants will engage in activities that will help them identify their strengths and hopes to connect with the mind, body and spirit.

Dudley Jazz Festival	5,000
Dorchester, MA
Fiscal Agent:  Creative Cultural Arts
Continued support for the annual jazz festival, an outdoor event held at the Mary Hannon Park in Dorchester.
The Small Grants Fund has been supporting this event since 2016.

Ellington Street Community Forest Garden	1,874
Dorchester, MA
Fiscal Agent:  Boston Food Forest Coalition

The stewardship of the Ellington Street Community Food Forest Garden will repair and enhance the medical plant mandala as well as build a living wall on the shed, paint fences and raised beds.  The mandala is designed to focus on plants that help four major parts of the body: immune system, reproductive system, digestive system, and the nervous system.
SGF support in 2018 and 2019

Korean Cooking Class   ❦	5,000
Roxbury MA
Fiscal Agent:  International Youth Fellowship

Communities are taught how to cook Korean foods for free. Mental health education is offered after class by a group of three volunteers.  There are 15-30 students per class serving up to 200 per year.

Summer Jazz Concerts in Eliot Square	4,000
Roxbury, MA
Fiscal Agent:  VISIONS, Inc.
Continued support for Series of three summer Saturday afternoon jazz concerts in John Eliot Square on the grounds of First Church in Roxbury. Concerts will be held in July, August and September.  At each event, The Makanda Project will perform two, one-hour sets.  One of the concerts will feature a special musical program featuring a guest artist.  Renowned Roxbury poet Askia Toure will read his work at intermission of one of the events.

TOTAL GRANTS MADE IN 2023	$25,874
❦  Indicates New Grantee
❦ Indicates New Grantee
